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Welcome  
 
Thank you for your interest in being a part of The Street Fair! In this packet you will find information on 
how to become a Vendor, important dates and deadlines, costs and fees, as well as all the rules and 
regulations for the market. If you have any questions or need help, we are always here for you. You can 
direct all inquiries to jchapman@collegeofthedesert.edu.  
 
Initial space assignments are done in the summer months before our opening weekend in October.  
However, we accept applications at any time and, if accepted, you can start during any month. 
 
We are dedicated to the ongoing success of this event. For more information you can read our blog at 
www.codaastreetfair.com and link to all our social media pages from there.  

Happening every Saturday and Sunday, the Street Fair at College of the Desert has been a beloved 
tradition for both locals and tourists for over 40 years. Organized by the COD Alumni Association, a 
nonprofit dedicated to supporting education at College of the Desert, the fair helps raise funds 
through space rentals. To date, more than $13 million has been generated to support the college and 
its students! 

 
We cannot wait for you to be a part of our Street Fair family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jchapman@collegeofthedesert.edu
http://www.codaastreetfair.com/
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2026-2027 FALL/SPRING RENTAL FEES 

Description Size  Rate 

Application Fee  $40 

Monthly 20x20 Oct, Nov, Dec, Apr, May: $500 
Jan, Feb, Mar: $720 

 20x30 Oct, Nov, Dec, Apr, May: $750 
Jan, Feb, Mar: $1080 

 20x40 Oct, Nov, Dec, Apr, May: $1000 
Jan, Feb, Mar: $1440 

Seasonal Discount   10% off if paying full Season in advance 

Food Booth  20x20 Oct, Nov, Dec, Apr, May: $550 
Jan, Feb, Mar: $770 

Daily Space   Preset booth with tent, weights, table & 
chairs: $150 
10x10 Booth Space: $75 
20x20 Booth Space : $100 

 

MONTHLY APPLICATION PROCESS 

Submit Application and Required Documents 

• Online Application at codaastreetfair.com 

• Copy of Driver’s License  

• Seller’s Permit from the California Department of Taxes and Fees with the business address 

designated as: 43-500 Monterey Avenue, Palm Desert, California 92260. The local CDTFA can 

be contacted at 760-770-4828 

• Copy of Partnership Agreement, Corporate Articles of Incorporation and DBA if applicable 

• Application Fee of $40 Fee will be assessed once processed and due upon receipt 

 
Once Application is approved the following need to be submitted: 

 

• Liability Insurance with a minimum one million dollars ($1,000,000) naming both College of the 
Desert and College of the Desert Alumni Association as additional insured. Should a Vendor’s 
liability insurance lapse the vendor may not participate until we have a valid copy on file  

• Indemnity Agreement is to be filled out and signed by the Vendor. The Agent release is to be 
filled out and returned by any employees you employ.  

• Rental Fee  
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DAILY APPLICATION PROCESS 

Daily bookings will be done in advance only, please follow the steps below to make your advanced 
daily booking! Please note that applications for each weekend are not processed until the Wednesday 
prior to the requested participation date. 
 

Complete Daily Rental Application and Required Documents by Wednesday at 5pm before the 
weekend you wish to participate  
 

• Application Applications can be found online at codaastreetfair.com under the rental info tab. 
Please read the Rules and Regulations before submitting the application. 

• Seller’s Permit from the California Department of Taxes and Fees with the business address 

designated as: 43-500 Monterey Avenue, Palm Desert, California 92260. The local CDTFA can 

be contacted at 760-770-4828 

 
Once Application is approved the following need to be submitted: 
 

• Liability Insurance with a minimum one million dollars ($1,000,000) naming both College of the 
Desert and College of the Desert Alumni Association as additional insured. Daily Policies can be 
purchased ahead of time directly through Shahinian for $20/day if needed. A link to the form 
can be found under the rental info tab at codaastreetfair.com 

• Rental Fee will be emailed via QuickBooks and must be paid by 5pm on Thursday before your 
selling date.  

 

Space will be assigned by Friday evening   
 
**Food Vendors must have an approved annual permit from the Indio Dept of Environmental Health 
to be considered. Daily food vendor spaces are extremely limited and may take up to two weeks to get 
clearance from the health dept for approval to operate at our event.  
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
PAYMENTS 

Space rental fees are due by the 15th day of the preceding month via Quickbooks online or check made 
out to COD Alumni Association and mailed to 43500 Monterey Ave Palm Desert CA 92260. No refunds 
or credits towards any other rental period or space for any reason. Fees must be paid upon receipt of 
invoice.  

Vendors who begin participating during the middle of a month may qualify for a prorated monthly rental 
rate only if they pay the following month's rent in full at the same time. Otherwise, the applicable daily 
rental rate will be charged until the beginning of the next full rental month. 
 
Late Payment Fee: $25.00                   ISF Check Fee: $35.00 and loss of check as a payment method 
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DROPPING OF SELLING SPACE 
 

Monthly vendors must notify Street Fair Management via email by the 15th of the month prior to ending 
their participation at The Street Fair. Vendors that fail to provide written notification in this time period, 
will be responsible for the month’s payment. If payment is not made by the 25th of the month, vendor 
will need to reapply as a daily vendor.  

  
ATTENDANCE POLICY  
 
It is the responsibility of the vendor to notify Street Fair Management, via email, no later than the 
Wednesday before the next Street Fair, if they will be absent from that event. A vendor who fails to 
notify Street Fair Management prior to an absence shall be charged with an unexcused absence. A 
vendor with one or more unexcused absences in 1 month period or 2 or more unexcused absences 
within a 3 month period shall be subject to suspension, and possible revocation of monthly selling space.  
 
BOOTH APPEARANCE & OPPERATING STANDARDS 
 
All vendors are expected to have their booths fully set up, staffed, and open for business from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. Early breakdown or late opening is not permitted without prior approval from Street Fair 
Management. 
 
Booths must be maintained in a clean, organized, and professional manner at all times. Canopies, tents, 
umbrellas, signs, displays, table coverings, and other booth materials must be in good condition and free 
of tears, excessive fading, or visible damage. If sidewalls are used, they must be manufactured for canopy 
use; sheets, blankets, raw fabric, or other improvised materials are not permitted. Merchandise must 
be displayed on tables and may not be sold directly from the ground. 
 
Tables must be covered with clean tablecloths that extend to the ground on all sides to conceal stored 
merchandise and supplies. Shipping boxes and packing materials must be removed before the market 
opens, and storage containers, boxes, and personal belongings must remain out of public view, including 
behind the booth. 
 
For the safety of vendors and customers, every canopy and umbrella must be secured with a minimum 
of 25 pounds attached to each leg. Weights must rest on the ground, be securely fastened to the bottom 
of each leg, and tethered to the top corner of the canopy. Stakes or anchors may not be driven into the 
ground, and nothing may be attached to trees, buildings, fences, landscaping, or any other College 
property. (See Appendix A for complete canopy weight requirements.) Failure to properly secure a 
canopy may result in immediate removal from The Street Fair.  
 
Awnings may extend no more than two feet beyond the booth on any side and must provide a minimum 
clearance of seven feet above the ground. Advertising is permitted only on the front valance of the 
awning, and all awnings must be removed by 2:05 p.m. to allow safe vehicle access during breakdown. 
 
Vendors may not attach, hang, lean, or display merchandise, signs, equipment, or other materials on 
College buildings, walls, fences, trees, landscaping, or any other College property. Street Fair equipment, 
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including chairs, cones, barricades, and other materials, is for official use only and may not be used by 
vendors without authorization. 
 
Electrical service at The Street Fair is extremely limited. Except for approved Food Court and 
Entertainment vendors, vendors may not use College electrical outlets without prior authorization from 
Street Fair Management. Generators are prohibited; however, portable battery or solar power stations, 
such as Jackery units or similar products, are permitted. Any extension cords must be securely taped 
down to eliminate tripping hazards, and vendors are responsible for any accidents or damage resulting 
from their use. College electrical service may only be used to operate your business and may not be used 
for cooking equipment. 
 
At all times during the market, vendors must clearly display a valid Seller's Permit showing the College 
of the Desert Alumni Association (CODAA) address, their Return Policy, and a Tax Policy indicating 
whether sales tax is included in posted prices. Vendors must provide a receipt for every purchase and 
are encouraged to have business cards or other contact information available should a customer need 
assistance after their purchase. 
 
All signs, banners, and displays must be professionally produced and maintained. Handwritten signs are 
not permitted. Signs may not extend into walkways or aisles, and Street Fair Management reserves the 
right to approve or require the removal of any sign, banner, or display. Signs and flags may not hang 
over customer walkways and may not exceed 12 feet in height. 
 
Music and other noise must be kept at a reasonable level that does not disturb neighboring vendors or 
customers. Hawking, shouting, amplified sales pitches, or soliciting customers outside of your assigned 
booth space or within the aisles is prohibited. 
 
Vendors are responsible for maintaining a clean booth throughout the day and for leaving their space 
clean at closing. All trash must be removed from the premises, and each booth space must be swept 
before departure. Customer trash receptacles are intended for customer, College, and Street Fair use 
only and may not be used for vendor waste. 
 
VEHICLE & TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 
 
Vehicles and trailers may enter The Street Fair only during designated setup and breakdown times and 
may not be parked in vendor spaces or anywhere inside the market during operating hours. All vendor 
vehicles must be parked in the designated vendor parking area, currently lot 1. Vehicles must be 
removed from The Street Fair by 7:55 a.m., as the gates close promptly at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Only one vehicle at a time may be used by a vendor for loading or unloading. During these times, vendors 
must keep at least one traffic lane open at all times to allow for the safe movement of other vendors 
and emergency vehicles. 
 
For the safety of all guests, customers are not permitted to drive into The Street Fair to pick up 
merchandise while the market is open for business. 
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Overnight camping, parking, or storage of vehicles, trailers, or equipment anywhere on Street Fair or 
College property is prohibited unless specifically authorized by Street Fair Management. 
 
Vendors may not move, remove, or relocate any traffic control devices, including barricades, signs, 
cones, or delineators, at any time without authorization from Street Fair Management. 
 
SPACE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Street Fair Management assigns all vendor spaces and will make every reasonable effort to place vendors 
in locations that are beneficial to both the vendor and The Street Fair. While Management strives to 
separate vendors offering similar products whenever possible, this cannot be guaranteed. Booth sizes, 
configurations, and locations vary throughout the market, and vendors acknowledge and accept their 
assigned space upon payment. Requests to increase or decrease booth size may require relocation to 
another available space. All space assignments, sizes, configurations, and relocations are at the sole 
discretion of Street Fair Management. 
 
Vendors must conduct business only within the boundaries of their assigned space, as identified by the 
painted space markings. All Setup, displays, merchandise, and equipment must remain within these 
boundaries and behind any hashed space markers.  
 
Assigned spaces are for the exclusive use of the approved vendor and may not be sold, assigned, rented, 
shared, exchanged, or otherwise transferred. Anyone selling merchandise on behalf of another 
individual or business must have disclosed the actual owner of the merchandise on the vendor 
application. Any change in business ownership or ownership of the merchandise being sold requires 
submission and approval of a new vendor application. 
 
Vendors do not acquire ownership, tenancy, seniority, or any permanent rights to a selling space. Street 
Fair Management reserves the right to assign, reassign, relocate, or modify vendor spaces at any time 
to meet operational needs or comply with applicable laws and regulations. Whenever possible, advance 
notice will be provided.  
 
Vendors requesting a space change must submit their request in writing; however, approval is not 
guaranteed.  
 
 Vendors are also responsible for promptly reporting any hazardous condition in or around their assigned 
space. If a hazard cannot be immediately corrected, Street Fair Management may temporarily relocate 
the vendor until the condition has been resolved. 
 
The College of the Desert Alumni Association reserves the right to refuse or terminate a vendor space 
assignment for any reason. 
 
MERCHANDISE 
 
Vendors must provide a complete and accurate description of all merchandise they intend to sell when 
submitting their application. Descriptions should be as detailed as possible and include brands, styles, 
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and other identifying information. Street Fair Management reserves the sole authority to interpret 
merchandise descriptions and determine whether products are consistent with the approved 
application. Monthly vendors may not add, change, or substitute merchandise, brands, or product lines 
without prior written approval from Street Fair Management. Requests to modify approved 
merchandise must be submitted in writing and approved before any new items are displayed or offered 
for sale. 
 
Vendors are required to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws governing copyrights, 
trademarks, patents, trade names, intellectual property, and counterfeit merchandise. No merchandise 
that infringes upon the intellectual property rights of another person or business may be sold, displayed, 
or offered for sale at The Street Fair. Vendors are solely responsible for ensuring the authenticity and 
legality of their merchandise, including obtaining any required written authorization to use or sell 
copyrighted or trademarked materials. Street Fair Management may request documentation verifying a 
vendor's authorization to sell or display such merchandise at any time. If Street Fair Management 
believes, in its sole discretion, that any merchandise may violate copyright, trademark, or other 
intellectual property laws, or if the authenticity of a product is questioned by a rights holder, 
manufacturer, distributor, or other credible source, Management may require the immediate removal 
of the merchandise from display or sale pending resolution of the issue. Suspected infringing 
merchandise may be confiscated and held by Street Fair Management while the matter is investigated. 
The sale or display of infringing merchandise constitutes a material violation of these Vendor Regulations 
and may result in the immediate closure of the vendor's booth and termination of the vendor's 
participation in The Street Fair without refund. Street Fair Management, the College of the Desert, and 
the College of the Desert Alumni Association shall not be liable for any losses, damages, refunds, or 
claims arising from the removal or seizure of suspected infringing merchandise or the closure of a booth 
due to alleged intellectual property violations. Vendors agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless 
the College of the Desert, the College of the Desert Alumni Association, Street Fair Management, and 
their officers, employees, and agents from and against any and all claims, damages, liabilities, judgments, 
settlements, costs, expenses, and reasonable attorneys' fees arising out of or related to the vendor's 
sale, display, or distribution of merchandise that allegedly infringes upon the intellectual property rights 
of another. 
 
Street Fair Management reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to prohibit the sale, display, or 
distribution of any merchandise or service deemed inappropriate for The Street Fair. Prohibited items 
include, but are not limited to, pornographic or sexually explicit materials; merchandise containing 
profane or obscene language; illegal or hazardous items; counterfeit or infringing merchandise; tobacco, 
nicotine, and related products; firearms, ammunition, knives, pepper spray, Tasers, or other weapons; 
live animals; merchandise obtained directly or indirectly from any vendor whose selling privileges have 
been suspended or terminated; and any other item or service prohibited by Street Fair Management. 
 
 
VENDOR CONDUCT  
 
Vendors, along with their employees, helpers, associates, agents, and independent contractors, are 
expected to conduct themselves professionally and courteously at all times. Vendors must follow all 
directions provided by Street Fair Management while participating as a vendor. Any concerns can be 



   

 

8 

 

discussed through the established Communication Policy. Vendors are responsible for the actions and 
conduct of anyone working on their behalf and may not use another person to engage in any activity 
prohibited by these Vendor Regulations. 
 
Professional conduct is expected in all interactions at The Street Fair including those with customers, 
fellow vendors, Street Fair staff and management, college personnel, including written and electronic 
communications. Harassment, discrimination, slander, threats, intimidation, yelling, profanity, abusive 
language, unwanted physical contact, or damage to another person's property will not be tolerated. 
Vendors are expected to remain attentive to their business during operating hours and should avoid 
activities that detract from customer service, including sleeping, reading, excessive personal phone use, 
prolonged absences from their booth, or engaging neighboring vendors in lengthy unsolicited 
conversations that interfere with business operations.  
 
Vendors are expected to represent The Street Fair in a positive and professional manner including 
publicly making false, defamatory, or malicious statements about The Street Fair, the College of the 
Desert Alumni Association, Street Fair staff, management, fellow vendors, or event operations—
whether in person, online, or through social media.  
 
The use or possession of illegal drugs, marijuana, or alcoholic beverages is prohibited at The Street Fair 
and anywhere on the College of the Desert campus. Street Fair Management and/or Security may 
inspect coolers, containers, vehicles, trailers, or other property at any time. Refusal to permit an 
inspection will result in the immediate suspension of the vendor's participation. 
College of the Desert is a smoke-free campus. Smoking, vaping, or the use of any tobacco or nicotine 
products is prohibited anywhere on campus.  
 
Raffles, drawings, gaming, gambling activities, multi-vendor promotions, petitions, flyers, 
advertisements, or any form of solicitation on Street Fair or College property require prior written 
approval from Street Fair Management. Vendors, customers, visitors, organizations, and other 
individuals may not distribute promotional materials or solicit business anywhere on The Street Fair 
grounds, parking lots, or College campus without authorization. The College of the Desert Alumni 
Association's mailing address may not be used as a vendor's business or mailing address. 
 
The College of the Desert Alumni Association and Street Fair Management are not responsible for 
resolving disputes between vendors. Vendors are solely responsible for pursuing and defending any legal 
claims at their own expense and agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the College of the 
Desert, the College of the Desert Alumni Association, and Street Fair Management from any claims 
arising between vendors. Vendors must promptly provide Street Fair Management with a certified copy 
of any court order or judgment affecting merchandise sold at The Street Fair. 
 
Vendors acknowledge and agree to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local health and safety 
requirements, as well as any additional health and safety procedures established by Street Fair 
Management. Vendors understand that requirements and protocols may change throughout the season 
based on guidance from health officials, regulatory agencies, or operational needs. Any updated health 
or safety requirements will be provided to vendors in writing and must be implemented immediately. 
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Pets are not permitted in vendor booths or elsewhere at The Street Fair. Only service animals assisting 
an individual with a disability, as recognized under applicable law, are permitted. Vendors who require 
the use of a service animal should notify Street Fair Management in advance to assist with any necessary 
accommodations or operational needs. 
 
Vendors are required to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and all applicable 
accessibility laws by providing reasonable accommodations and equal access to goods and services for 
individuals with disabilities. Vendors must ensure that customers with disabilities have the same 
opportunity to access and purchase merchandise. If a customer is unable to enter a vendor’s booth or 
access merchandise due to a disability, vendors must provide reasonable assistance, such as bringing 
merchandise outside the booth area for the customer to view or providing another accessible method 
of service. Service animals and guide dogs assisting individuals with disabilities are permitted throughout 
The Street Fair, including the Food Court area, in accordance with applicable laws. Vendors may not 
refuse service to a customer because they are accompanied by a service animal. Vendors must keep 
accessible routes, including curb ramps and designated access areas, clear at all times. Vendors whose 
booths are located along curbs must position displays in a manner that allows customers with disabilities 
to safely view and access merchandise. 
 
The Alumni Association is committed to customer service and satisfaction. Street Fair Management will 
assist customers in seeking to resolve any problems or complaints directed toward any vendor.  Vendors 
must work professionally, cooperatively, and reasonably with both the customer and Street Fair 
Management in resolving any such complaints. Vendors should understand that their own customer 
complaints can impact the business of other Vendors at The Street Fair as well as the community's 
perception of The Street Fair as a whole 
 
CITATIONS/FINES 
 
Street Fair Management may issue citations for violations of any provision of the College of the Desert 
Alumni Association Vendor Handbook. Depending on the nature and severity of the violation, 
enforcement may include a warning, citation, fine, suspension, denial of selling privileges, or 
termination from The Street Fair. 
 
Street Fair Management, Street Fair staff, and Alumni Association personnel will not discuss or debate 
citations at the market. Vendors who wish to dispute a citation must submit their dispute in writing in 
accordance with the Communication Policy. Failure to follow this procedure or attempting to argue a 
citation with staff may result in an additional citation. 
 
All fines are due upon receipt. Vendors with unpaid fines may be denied selling privileges until all 
outstanding fines have been paid in full. 
 
Repeated violations or failure to comply with these Vendor Regulations may result in immediate fine or 
other disciplinary action without warning, including the loss of selling privileges or permanent removal 
from The Street Fair. 
 
COMMUNICATION POLICY 
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Vendors should direct all requests, questions, and concerns to the Street Fair Manager by email at 
jchapman@collegeofthedesert.edu. If a concern remains unresolved after working with the Street Fair 
Manager, vendors may submit their concern in writing to the Executive Director of the College of the 
Desert Alumni Association. 
 
To minimize disruptions to business operations and provide the best possible experience for customers, 
vendors, and staff, Street Fair operating hours are not the appropriate time to discuss complaints, policy 
questions, or operational requests. Street Fair staff working during the event are focused on market 
operations and are not authorized to resolve management or policy matters. Vendors are expected to 
follow this communication process and refrain from arguing with or repeatedly approaching staff 
regarding operational decisions during market hours. 
 
If an emergency arises on the day of the event, vendors may contact a member of the Street Fair staff 
at (442) 234-3084 beginning at 6:15 a.m. 
 
The College of the Desert Alumni Association Board of Directors serves in a volunteer capacity and 
should not be contacted regarding Street Fair operations. Likewise, vendors should not contact College 
of the Desert administrators, employees, or Trustees regarding Street Fair matters, as the College does 
not manage the day-to-day operation of The Street Fair. Vendors who fail to follow this communication 
policy may be subject to disciplinary action, including suspension or termination of their selling 
privileges. 
 

SPECIALTY VENDOR REQUIREMENTS 
 
Food Vendors must comply with all applicable federal, state, and local health regulations and are 
responsible for obtaining and maintaining all required permits. Space for food vendors is limited. 
Vendors are encouraged to obtain an annual permit from the Indio Department of Environmental Health 
and provide a copy to the Alumni Association each quarter. Vendors without an annual permit are 
required to pay an additional $50 per month to cover the cost of the Street Fair health permit. Health 
inspections may occur at any time, regardless of permit status. Vendors must submit a detailed menu of 
the items they intend to sell. Street Fair Management reserves the right to limit menu offerings. Food 
Court vendors will be provided one trash receptacle, which will be emptied once at the end of the day; 
all additional waste removal is the responsibility of the vendor. Vendors selling produce or nursery 
products must also obtain and display any permits required by the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture. 
 
Demonstration and Sampling Vendors must conduct all demonstrations and product sampling entirely 
within the boundaries of their assigned booth. Demonstration or sampling tables must be positioned at 
least two feet behind the front boundary of the booth and may not obstruct pedestrian traffic. Street 
Fair Management may require tables to be relocated or may reassign a booth location if demonstrations 
create congestion or safety concerns. Hawking is prohibited. Vendors may not call out to, stop, or 
otherwise solicit customers in the aisles. Demonstrations and samples may only be offered after a 
customer voluntarily approaches the booth. 
 

mailto:jchapman@collegeofthedesert.edu
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CBD Vendors must provide a current Certificate of Analysis before participating in The Street Fair. Only 
CBD products that comply with all applicable laws may be sold. Products must contain no THC, and the 
sale of CBD vape products, smokable products, food, or beverages is prohibited. False or misleading 
claims regarding a product's ingredients or effectiveness may result in immediate removal from The 
Street Fair. 
 
Massage Therapists and any vendor providing professional services requiring licensure or permits must 
submit copies of all required licenses, certifications, and permits before conducting business at The 
Street Fair. Vendors are responsible for maintaining all required credentials throughout their 
participation. 
 
Nonprofit Organizations may be permitted to participate at The Street Fair at the sole discretion of Street 
Fair Management. Approved nonprofit organizations may be allowed to distribute or sell products in 
designated communal areas without completing the standard vendor application process or paying the 
applicable vendor fee. Such participation is considered an exception and does not establish a vendor 
relationship, guarantee future participation, or exempt the organization from any requirements deemed 
necessary by Street Fair Management. 
 
WEATHER DAYS 

 
Street Fair Management has the sole and exclusive discretion to determine when The Street Fair will be 
canceled, closed, or modified due to poor weather, wind, extreme heat, or other unsafe conditions. 
Vendors will be notified when a weather day is declared and must immediately stop selling operations 
and safely close their booths as directed. No credits, refunds, or adjustments will be provided to vendors 
due to weather-related closures or reduced attendance. 
 
The Street Fair will remain open and operate under normal procedures unless a weather day is officially 
declared by Street Fair Management. Vendors are responsible for providing their own coverings, 
protection, and equipment necessary to safeguard their merchandise and displays from weather-related 
conditions. Vendors may not bring vehicles into The Street Fair early or leave before the scheduled 
closing time due to weather conditions unless specifically authorized by Street Fair Management. 
Vendors may not park vehicles in vacant vendor spaces, customer parking areas, or other unauthorized 
locations without prior approval from Street Fair Management 
 
On weather days with reduced attendance, vendors must report to their assigned space. After 7:00 a.m., 
Street Fair Management will assess vendor attendance and determine whether space adjustments or 
relocations are necessary. Vendors may not relocate to another selling space without authorization. 
 
 
GENERAL PRINCIPALS AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
These 2026-2027 Street Fair Vendor Handbook Rules and Regulations (collectively the "Vendor 
Regulations") apply to all Vendors (“Vendors”) participating in the College of the Desert Alumni 
Association Street Fair ("The Street Fair").  The Street Fair is owned and operated by the College of the 
Desert Alumni Association, a California nonprofit corporation ("Alumni Association").  The Alumni 
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Association operates and manages The Street Fair through its officers, employees, and agents ("Street 
Fair Management").  As distinguished from an auxiliary, College of the Desert Alumni Association is an 
independent organization separate and apart from College of the Desert. College of the Desert 
appreciates the support provided to the College through the rental and other revenue generated by The 
Street Fair. 
The Alumni Association grants vendors only the right to occupy one or more designated selling 
spaces during the Street Fair. While the Alumni Association provides general security and may, 
from time to time, offer general entertainment or promotional activities, it does not guarantee 
any specific goods, services, customer traffic, sales volume, or profitability. Each vendor is solely 
responsible for the success of their business and assumes all risks associated with participating 
in the Street Fair 
 
These Vendor Regulations, including the fee schedule and all other terms and conditions, may 
be amended or updated by the College of the Desert Alumni Association at any time. Vendors 
will be subject to the current version of the Vendor Regulations in effect at the time of their 
participation. 
 
If any provision of these Vendor Regulations is determined to be illegal, invalid, or unenforceable, 
the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect. If any provision is determined to be 
invalid due to its scope or breadth, the provision shall be enforced to the maximum extent 
permitted by law. In interpreting these Vendor Regulations, the singular shall include the plural 
and the plural shall include the singular where applicable, and gender-specific terms shall include 
all applicable genders and neutral terms. 
 
Vendors assume full responsibility for any injury, damage, loss, or liability arising from or related 
to the setup, display, sale, exchange, or use of their merchandise, equipment, assigned space, or 
any other property used by the vendor or their employees, agents, helpers, or independent 
contractors. 
 
Vendors are responsible for complying with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and 
ordinances related to their business operations, products, services, and employment practices. 

 
Vendors must be in compliance with all child labor laws. The unlawful employment of a minor is a 
violation of these Vendor Rules and Regulations. 
 
Vendors with questions regarding the legality of their products or business practices are responsible for 
seeking guidance from an attorney or other qualified professional. The College of the Desert Alumni 
Association does not provide legal advice and assumes no responsibility for ensuring a vendor's 
compliance with applicable laws. 
 
Vendors agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the College of the Desert, the College of 
the Desert Alumni Association, Street Fair Management, and their officers, directors, employees, 
agents, and representatives from and against any and all claims, damages, liabilities, judgments, 
settlements, costs, and expenses, including reasonable attorney’s fees, arising from the vendor’s 
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participation in The Street Fair or failure, or alleged failure, to comply with these Vendor 
Regulations. 
 
If legal action is initiated due to a vendor’s failure, or alleged failure, to comply with these Vendor 
Regulations, the vendor agrees to reimburse the College of the Desert and/or the Alumni 
Association for reasonable attorney’s fees and costs incurred. 
The College of the Desert, the College of the Desert Alumni Association, and Street Fair 
Management are not responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen merchandise, personal property, 
vehicles, equipment, or other belongings. Vendors are responsible for securing and protecting 
their own property and assume all risks associated with their participation. 
 
Vendors agree to hold harmless the College of the Desert and the College of the Desert Alumni 
Association for losses or damages resulting from acts of God or circumstances beyond the control 
of Management, including but not limited to earthquakes, wind, floods, severe weather, or public 
health emergencies. Vendors are responsible for their own persons, vehicles, tents, 
merchandise, equipment, and related liability. No refunds or credits will be provided for lost 
selling time or reduced participation caused by such circumstances. 
 
The College of the Desert Alumni Association and Street Fair Management do not inspect, 
guarantee, endorse, or warrant any products, goods, or services sold by vendors. Vendors are 
solely responsible for the quality, legality, safety, and representation of their merchandise and 
services. 
 
Any vendor who violates applicable city, county, state, or federal laws or regulations may be 
immediately terminated from participation. This includes, but is not limited to, violations 
involving public behavior, traffic regulations, permits, licensing, and public safety. 
Vendors may not conduct raffles, drawings, gaming, or gambling activities at The Street Fair 
without prior written approval from the Alumni Association. 
 
Vendors may not use the The Street Fair logo, the name “COD Alumni Association,” the name 
“The Street Fair,” or any similar wording, spelling, or representation in advertisements, 
promotions, websites, business cards, displays, or products without prior written approval from 
Street Fair Management. Any unauthorized use that implies endorsement, sponsorship, or 
affiliation is strictly prohibited and may result in sanctions under these Vendor Regulations. 
 
Photographs, video, or film taken of vendors, vendor displays, merchandise, entertainers, or 
activities at The Street Fair may be used by Street Fair Management and the Alumni Association 
for promotional, marketing, and informational purposes. By participating in The Street Fair, 
vendors consent to such use without compensation. 
 
Vendors are required to maintain on file in the Alumni Office a current address and telephone number. 
Information contained in the Vendor application is not treated as confidential or private and may be 
made available to the public. 
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ANY VIOLATION OF THESE VENDOR REGULATIONS MAY RESULT IN SUSPENSION OR DENIAL OF SELLING 
SPACE.  ADDITIONALLY, THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO TERMINATE ANY VENDOR(S) 
USE OF SELLING SPACE AT ANY TIME FOR ANY LAWFUL REASON, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE 
REASON(S) RELATE TO ANY ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL VIOLATION OF THE VENDOR REGULATIONS.  SUCH 
TERMINATION MAY OCCUR BEFORE, DURING, OR AFTER THE SELLING SEASON.  IF THE TERMINATION 
OCCURS DURING THE SELLING SEASON, THE STREET FAIR SHALL ISSUE A NOTICE OF TERMINATION 
WHICH SUCH NOTICE MAY BE PROVIDED TO THE VENDOR VIA CERTIFIED MAIL MAILED TO THE VENDOR’S 
ADDRESS AS MAINTAINED ON FILE WITH THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AND/OR BY DELIVERY OF SUCH 
WRITTEN NOTICE TO ANY PERSON INVOLVED WITH THE SALES OF MERCHANDISE OR SERVICES ON THE 
APPLICABLE SELLING SPACE(S).  THE NOTICE OF TERMINATION SHALL BE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY UPON 
MAILING AND/OR HAND DELIVERY. 

 
Appendix A 

 
Tent and Canopy Safety  
 
It is a fact that canopies act like giant sails in the strong Desert winds causing them to blow over, and 
most accidents at open air markets involve wind-blown tents, canopies and umbrellas. The safety of 
everyone in the market is our number one priority, which is why we require stabilization of all 
canopies. While canopies serve the important purpose of protecting vendors and their products from 
the elements of the weather, unpredictable winds can come up at any moment and create a safety 
hazard. We require all vendors to minimize this risk by having weights attached to vendor canopies at 
all times. Vendors shall agree to the following policy as stated in The Street Fair Rules and Regulations. 
There are fines and insurance implications for failing to follow these rules.  
 
All canopies, including umbrellas, at The Street Fair during normal business hours, including during set-
up and break down, are required to be sufficiently weighted to the ground. Each leg must have a 
minimum of 25 lbs. attached. Any vendor who fails to properly weight their canopy may not be 
allowed to sell at The Street Fair that market day, unless the canopy is taken down for that day. Any 
vendor found to be in violation of this rule during the selling day will be cited and fined. 

 
In certain weather conditions, even properly secured canopies can be dangerous. If canopies need to 
be taken down in the middle of the market day, vendors should direct customers out of the way, so 
they are not injured.  
 
Weights should be secured in a way that does not create its own safety hazard 
 
This means: 

• Weights should not cause a tripping hazard 

• Weights should be tethered with lines that are clearly visible 

• Weights should be securely attached 

• Weights should be on the ground, NOT above peoples’ heads 
 
Sufficiently weighted canopies will have a minimum of 25 lbs. per leg. Please consider that one 
manufacturer recommends at least 40 lbs. per leg for a 10x10 canopy to provide proper security of the 
canopy.  
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Always Be Prepared 
 
Vendors should ALWAYS have their canopies secured to the ground. It is not enough to have weights 
on hand in the case of wind. Strong gusts can come at any time and without warning. It is too late to 
secure weights once your canopy has taken flight. 
 
Examples of Good Canopy Weights   
 

• Filling an empty bucket (2.5 gallon) works great with sand or cement and tying this to each 
corner of the tent with a rope or bungee. It is NOT sufficient to place the bucket on the feet of 
the canopy.  

• Filling buckets/containers with sand/cement/water that can be anchored or secured with a 
rope or bungee; these include canvas bags or plastic buckets/containers that have a handle 
through which a rope or bungee can be secured.   

• Sandbag weights that are specially made for securing canopies and weigh at least 25 pounds. 
These sandbag weights are vertical and can be strapped to the legs of the canopy.  

• PVC pipe capped and filled with cement can be hung on the inside of canopy poles as long as it 
is secured so that it does not collide with customers.   

• The best weights are strapped to the bottom of each leg, and then tethered via a bungee to the 
top corner of the canopy, thus lowering the center of gravity of the canopy. In a strong gust of 
wind, even canopies secured with enough weight can be broken if the weights are not 
suspended from the top corners of the canopy. 

 
Examples of Bad Canopy Weights   
 

• Gallon water jugs are not heavy enough for large gusts of wind. One gallon of water weighs 8 
pounds. One gallon of water on each corner would be the equivalent of a 3-year-old child 
trying to hold down a 100 square foot parachute.   

• Tying tents, canopies or umbrellas to tables, or coolers provides tripping hazards and 
frequently does not provide adequate weight. Vendor safety is just as important as customer 
safety.   

• Sandbags that cannot be placed upright and securely tied to the tent or canopy should not be 
used. 

• Keep in mind that cement blocks are hard, easy to trip over, and are remarkably effective toe 
and shin breakers.   

• Avoid stretched out cords and lines at all costs. Customers and their children could get them 
wrapped around their arms or legs, causing them to trip and fall, and perhaps pull over vendor 
displays in the process. 

 
 

 


